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O: It is August 22 and we are here today with Mrs. Gelda Chandler. Thank you so 

much, Mrs. Chandler, for taking time out of your schedule to talk with us. 

C: You’re welcome. 

O: We are in Indianola, Mississippi. 

C: Correct. 

O: Mrs. Chandler, I wonder if you could start out by telling us a little bit about your 

early childhood and what life was like growing up in the area. 

C: My early childhood . . . well, I’m forty-seven, so I’ve been here for forty-seven 

years. A lot has changed in Indianola. I still belong to the same church, which is 

Mount Beulah, and that church has been there on Church Street all of my life. 

Really, I live like I used to live—about half a block, I live around the corner from 

Mount Beulah, so it was always nice to get up and go to church. At that time—

Mount Beulah’s on Church Street—and at that time, back then, it was real 

popular with the cafes and everything. It was kind of exciting, getting up, going to 

Sunday School in the morning as a little girl, but seeing all the other people 

coming out of the cafes, as they called them. People would always say, say a 

prayer for me, you know, when my mom or great-grandmom would be taking us 

to church. Some of them would be—I didn’t know they was drunk back then, but, 

as I got older I knew why they were staggering. [Laughter] But they would always 

holler, say a prayer for me, so as I was growing up, I realized that prayer is really 

for anybody and everybody, and it doesn’t mean because you are out there 

drinking that you don’t believe in God and you don’t believe in prayer. I 
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remember them saying that. The one thing that I do remember is, I wasn’t real 

young—I think I was about, maybe . . . no, I had to be seven or eight. They had a 

boycott, but I can’t quite remember what that boycott was for. But it was the 

NAACP. I remember my great-grandmother was living then, and she was into 

that. I remembered them fighting up there in front of Mount Beulah church. But I 

remember them jumping, someone was jumping on my auntie—which is 

deceased now—and I remember my great-grandmother, she ran out, and she 

was saying that she was going to do something. She had gotten a hammer. You 

know, it was kind of exciting to know, but then, at that age, I didn’t really know 

what was going on. I just knew people was fighting, but as I got older and start 

understanding the difference in black and white, because my grandmom never 

raised us as a difference in black and white. I didn’t really kind of experience that 

until maybe I was about thirteen or fourteen; where I really knew that it was a 

difference in black and white. Even when we was going to the doctor, I know we 

always would sit over here and the white people would sit on one side of the 

doctor’s office or the dentist’s office, but I never knew what it meant, because my 

great-grandmother, she never taught us segregation. I learned that after she 

died, you know, what it all meant and everything. But other than that, I really 

enjoyed Indianola, because I left for a while but I came back. Growing up was 

real good. 

O: Now, had your family always lived in Indianola, or . . .? 
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C: My family always lived in Indianola on Lincoln Street. Well, they came from a little 

neighborhood they called Bear’s Den, and then they moved to Lincoln Street and 

my grandfather moved on Jefferson Street. But they always lived here, mm-hm. 

O: When you were growing up, do you remember stories that your grandparents told 

about their lives growing up? Or maybe even values that they tried to teach you, 

or . . . ? 

C: Oh, one value my great-grandmother always taught me was, do unto others as 

you wish them to do unto you. I’m a firm believer of that now. Every knee got to 

bow and every tongue got to confess, and she always told us that, when we 

turned—well, at that time she had died, because she died when I think I was 

about ten, going on eleven; my great-grandmama died. I never knew my 

grandmother because she died in childbirth, but my great-grandmother was the 

one kind of instilled those things in us. So, my grandfather, my mom always 

stayed with her grandmother. She didn’t ever live with her father because her 

mother died in childbirth, so my great-grandfather, he just always taught me the 

value of a dollar, and we always had to chop a garden. I hated the garden, but 

now I miss it, because now I realize why we did the okra and tomatoes and 

squash. We used to have to put up a harvest for what you call running 

butterbeans. [Laughter] But now, I realize, and we had summer greens, and we 

had winter greens and collard greens, but now I realize why my grandfather 

always did a garden. You know? Because it did save you money, and a lot of 

money. I miss it now. My grandfather’s been dead probably thirteen years, and 

the first, maybe the last five years, is when I really realize what it meant to really 
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have a garden. I see why people still plant gardens and have gardens, because I 

know what we used to do. But I used to always say, when I get grown and get on 

my owns, and I ain’t never going to have a garden. I’m not going to plant. But I 

miss it, because those kind of things can get expensive. 

O: Okay. But, as a young person growing up, your family always had a garden? It 

was pretty much . . .  

C: Oh, yeah. Every year we had a garden. Every year, until 1996, because my 

grandfather died in October of [19]96, and we had did the garden that summer 

before he died. So, ever since I was big enough to chop—fourteen years old, my 

grandfather had a garden. We always raised. I never bought greens, butter 

beans, tomatoes, okra, squash, peas, corn. I never bought any of that until 1997. 

O: Wow. [Laughter] 

C: When I had to spend my own money, because at this time, I’m grown anyway. 

But I did not have to spend no money on that kind of stuff until 1997. That was 

because my grandfather was gone and we didn’t have a garden anymore, you 

know? Because I always had it. 

O: How did he plant? Did he use the Farmer’s Almanac, or did he . . . ? 

C: Yeah, he used the Almanac. He knew when to plant, because we had a certain 

time to plant the peas, a certain time to plant the butterbeans, and a certain time 

to do the heels of the okra and do the heels of the tomatoes. Yeah, he did. We 

usually start somewhere in April; that’s when he would kind of start dissing the 

garden up. Now, my grandfather would always get someone to diss the garden 

up, but he had his own tiller. So, therefore, I had to learn how to till. 
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O: How to till, wow. [Laughter] 

C: I think that’s what made me say I never want to have a garden, because I had to 

go back there and tilling this. 

O: That’s hard work. 

C: Oh, yes, it was hard work. That was hard working, I guess that’s why I never 

wanted a garden. You know, my mind had got set into, I don’t want to do this but 

I’m doing it because my grandfather tell me, and when my grandfather died, it 

didn’t even phase me because my mind was set to, it’s something I don’t even 

want to do anyway. Now that I’m older, I understand why I had to do all these 

things, because it really saves a lot. He always would get someone to diss the 

garden up and set the rows. It was certain rows that he had set up, like the 

tomatoes, the okra, and the squash. We would always have to the till the garden 

for to do the running butterbeans, and we used to have to put a harvest up in the 

center of the garden. He had a pretty big lot. We had to put a harvest up, which 

was about as long as—a bit longer than this table, right in the center of the 

garden. So he had everything in a certain way in the garden that he wanted to 

plant, because the okra and the tomatoes was always together, you know? Then 

maybe we had a row of greens there, and then kind of like in the center of the 

garden was the bunch of butterbeans; those were the little beans that you bent 

over and picked. Then, the running butterbeans, they run up the pole; I mean, 

that’s what we called the harvest, and they run up there, so you would have to 

use to climb the ladder up on them and get them. [Laughter] 
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O: Did he ever talk, Mrs. Chandler, about where he had learned to garden from or, 

as he was teaching you, did he ever talk about . . .? 

C: Yeah, he did. My grandfather went to, I think, the third grade. His mother’s name 

was Louvenia, and he father name was William. My grandfather was the . . . third 

oldest child, I want to say the third oldest child. But he had to stop school in order 

to help his mom and dad in the field, so that’s how he learned how to do the 

garden. But I remember, when we was younger, but grandfather used to have a 

cow. I remember the cow because they had a big old bell around the neck. 

[Laughter] That was when—he always lived on Jefferson Street, but back then, 

when I was young, I’m talking about seven or eight, because that’s when we 

had—that’s when I can kind of remember the cow—you could have those kind of 

things in your yard, you know? Like the cows and the chickens. Then, as the 

years went by, they banned you from having cows and pigs and chickens in your 

yard. 

O: Oh, uh-huh. So, when you were growing up on Jefferson Street, you’re talking 

about Jefferson Street in Indianola? What part of Indianola is that? 

C: It’s right down about two blocks from Gentry High School. 

O: Oh, right. You had said earlier it’s near the church. 

C: Mm-hm, no, no, Gentry High School. 

O: Gentry High School, okay. 

C: I was born and raised on Lincoln Street, which is near Church Street and Mount 

Beulah church. My grandfather lived on the other section of town, which is by 

Carver School and Gentry High School. He lived down there, and I remember 
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him having a cow, because we had this big old bell that, whenever the cow would 

get out, you know? He would always know that the cow got out, because he had 

that bell on.  

O: That bell, right. 

C: My grandfather had chickens and my great-grandmother and grandfather had 

chickens, too. We used to go out there, and they learned us how pick the eggs 

from the chickens once they’re hatched. We used to watch the little bitty 

chickens, you know, grow up and stuff. That was pretty interesting. 

O: Did you do, like, canning of vegetables or any . . . ? 

C: Oh, yeah. Whenever we picked the butterbeans and the peas, we would always 

shell them, and my mama would, what they call a pre-boil, you know. You just 

boil them a little while, maybe about thirty minutes, just to get a steam in them. 

Then we would strain them out and freeze them, put them in the freezer. We 

used to have figs and plums, and my mom used to make fig jelly and plum jelly. I 

guess that’s why I don’t like figs today, because we used to eat so many figs. But 

my mom did a lot of canning and putting up, mm-hm. Yeah, we did that, too. 

[Laughter] Corn, we shucked the corn, and we didn’t have to pre-boil it, we would 

just put it in the freezer. Any time we had a bunch of greens, we would cook the 

greens completely, especially mustards and turnips; they had to be cooked, and 

we would freeze them, put them up. The only greens we didn’t cook was collards, 

because, for some reason, you can just pick collards and wash them off and put 

them in the freezer, and they’re just like they already came out of the store or 

something, mm-hm. Okra, we always cut it up and put it up, too. So, we did a lot 
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of canning. My mom did a lot of canning. My mom learned how to . . . I guess she 

made the grease from the pig, because I remember my mama used to make 

grease, and they called it, oh, what did they call that grease? I done forgot what 

they called that grease. She used to make soap and something else. I remember 

we had this big kettle in the back yard—this is on Lincoln Street—this big black 

kettle, and my mama, whenever they would kill one of the pigs that was back 

there, just put that stuff in there and just be cooking it, cooking it. I remember 

that, too, but I was little; I was probably about six, seven, four, or five. But I was 

little, because I vaguely can—but I remember that big, black kettle with the fire 

coming away from up under it, you know like when you watch it in the Western 

movies now? 

O: Oh, right, right. 

C: I remember that, when we had the Ringer-type washing machine that sat on the 

back porch that you had to use a water hose to put water in, and you had a big 

number three tub, so when you took your clothes out the washing machine, they 

went through a ringer. The clothes would drop over into the number three tub, 

where you had to rinse, and you would send them back through the ringer, and 

once you sent them back through the ringer, you had to go outside and hang 

them out. One thing about my mom, everything had to be hung up neat and nice. 

All the big towels had be hung together, all the little towels had to be hung 

together; all the shirts had to be hung upside-down, and I had a cousin, myself, 

and my sister. So, my cousin is the oldest, I’m next, my sister, so therefore, you 

know, it’s tall, medium, and short, and that’s the way the shirts had to be hung. 
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Short, the big shirts, medium shirts and the little shirts. Everything had to be neat 

and nice, and that’s why I tell my kids, don’t never say what you’re never going to 

do, because that’s what you end up doing. I used to always say, I’m not going to 

never hang these clothes up like this. When I hang clothes up, I’m just going to 

hang them up, and right today, if I hang something out on the line, it has to be— 

O: In order, okay. 

C: In order. It has to be in order. If it’s not in order, it just don’t look right to me. 

That’s one thing my mom always taught me to do. My mom was something else. 

She was a good person, but she was something else. Everything had to be neat 

and nice, in order. If it wasn’t, you had to re-do it. If you didn’t make the bed right, 

tuck the corners, and if she felt like you was in a hurry, she would tear the whole 

bed up and you just had to start over again. If we half-wash dishes, we would 

have to wash them all back over again. If she got mad enough, she would take 

everything up out of the cabinet and make us wash them. [Laughter] 

O: Everything out of the cabinet, yeah. 

C: But, you know, we learned. I mean, you learned, whatever you’re going to do: 

just go ahead and do it, and do it right. That way, you won’t have to do it over 

again. My sister and I used to always say we wasn’t going to do it when I went 

and got grown, but I find myself doing it, because my mama ended up taking 

care of her grandfather, and at this time, I probably was twelve. My grandfather 

had started getting—back then, they used to call it the old timer’s disease— 

O: Right, old timer’s disease. 
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C: I learned that it’s Alzheimer’s. But, anyway, my great-grandfather, we called him 

Daddy Clayton. He got to where he didn’t want to take a bath, and he would 

always urine on himself. So, at a young age, we had to help my mom give my 

great-grandfather a bath, and I remember my great-grandfather scratching and 

spitting on us and telling us he going to burn us up tonight when we go to bed 

because we was helping my mama give him a bath. I remember my sister and I 

used to lay in the bed; she was laying on one end and I was laying on the other 

one, and we would put our foot together, and it’s called the bicycle, and we would 

just have each other’s feet going like a bicycle, riding a bicycle. I remember 

saying, I ain’t going to never take care of no old folks. My sister’s name is Olga, 

and she was like, I don’t know. I said, girl, I ain’t taking care of no old folk. She 

said, but Mama got to get old. I said, they got somewhere for them old folks to 

go. [Laughter] I remember saying that, and I never thought—that’s what made 

me come to the conclusion, don’t never say what you will not do, because I am 

currently a CNA, and I have been doing home helping work for nineteen years. 

O: Wow, okay. 

C: That’s the only thing you do, is take care of old people. [Laughter] So, that’s why 

I, you know, learned, don’t say what you ain’t going to do. The things you say you 

never going to do, or I ain’t going to never do this, this is what—because you 

don’t know your life. The Lord probably got this in store for you. I never thought I 

would be doing something like this, and I love it. But when I was younger, I hated 

it, because my granddaddy used to scratch us and stuff. You run into that now, 

but then you’ve got to realize, you don’t know where their minds are, and you’re 
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just trying to help them and keep them with their daily grooming to look good and 

feel better. But, once they get to get their bath and dress them up and stuff, they 

do feel better. They have a whole nother different attitude about it. So, that’s one 

thing I learned in Indianola. [Laughter] 

O: Mrs. Chandler, you talked a lot about family life. What was community life like in 

Indianola when you were growing up? 

C: Community life. Community life was real good, and I wish it was still the same, 

because . . . the community, I don’t care where you were, someone knew you 

and knew your parents. It’s the same way now, but the community does not get 

in. If Mrs. Bell seen me down the street, doing something I didn’t have any 

business, Mrs. Bell would chastise or either Mrs. Bell might whoop me. When I 

got home, Mrs. Bell done called my mama and told my mama, so I’m getting 

another whooping or I’m getting on a punishment, or I’m getting fussed out about 

what had happened. But now, I don’t know what happened; I guess something 

got in the water, or kids just start having children too early, I don’t know. I mean, I 

had my first child when I was seventeen, but I’m kind of still that way. I really 

believe in the community coming—you know, if you see my child doing 

something they don’t have any business doing, you don’t have to beat them, but 

you can chastise them. But we don’t have none of that anymore. You know, 

where you can go and get on a child if you seen a child out there doing 

something, and the mother or someone else got that child and chastised that 

child or whipped that child and went and took them to their mom and dad, it 

wasn’t nothing said. But now, whoo. You whip somebody’s child now, you’re 
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probably going to be fighting with their mama when you take them down the 

street. I mean, everybody thinks that nobody can tell them anything. You know? 

But back then, it was lovely. I wish it could go back to then. But some people still 

have it and some people don’t, but I don’t know what happened to—I’ll say, 

children that was born, probably from [19]75 up until now, I don’t know what 

happened to them. I don’t know what happened, and the reason I say from 

[19]75 is because my oldest child was [19]79 and I have a brother that was born 

in [19]78, and I do know a couple, I have a cousin born in [19]77 and [19]76, and 

they’re totally different. They don’t . . . they don’t care about family like we cared 

about family. They don’t care about the neighbor next door. You know, if we seen 

the old lady next door getting bags out of her car going into the house, we would 

go over there and get the bags and help her. But now, the kids can be sitting in 

the yard and seeing the old lady trying to get all these bags out, and they would 

just sit there. You know, they won’t move, they . . . they have no morals at all. 

O: It’s interesting. I grew up in Washington state, and it seems like the more people 

went into kind of a mainstream culture where neighbors don’t know each other, 

there’s no respect for elders . . .  

C: Right, oh, yes. 

O: You see that kind of behavior and it’s almost like people brag about it. You see it 

on television, disrespect, and it’s just— 

C: It’s awful. My kids is thirty, twenty-nine, and twenty-four. But when this loud 

music came in, I always tell my children, I wish I had money to invest in hearing 

aids, because there’s going to be a lot of deaf children around here. [Laughter] 
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O: I’m afraid so. 

C: A lot of deaf children around here, you know. When they thirty-five and forty, 

they’re going to wearing hearing aids because that music. They have no respect 

for you. They would come in front of your house with the loud music, you know. 

No respect. I’m the type, I’ve never bowed down to the anyone. I’m not saying 

that I’m a bad person, but I never let a child think I was scared of them, because 

this is my house. If I don’t allow this, you ain’t coming in front of my house with 

that. You either cut your music down or you’re going to leave. All of my children’s 

friends, I know they like me, because if they didn’t like me, they wouldn’t speak to 

me or they still wouldn’t come around when my kids are home. When they would 

come to my house with that loud music, all I had to do was go to my door and 

open my door up and stand out there and look. Okay, okay—my maiden name is 

Singleton—okay, Ms. Singleton, okay, Ms. Singleton. I would be like, cut that 

music down. At that time, I had an old lady—well, this old lady Mrs. Sheila, she 

still live catty-corner across the street from me, and I had a neighbor next door. I  

be like,  y’all ain’t got no respect. At least—this music would be so loud, it’d 

vibrate your house. [Laughter] They don’t have . . . and then, sometimes at night 

time, ten, eleven o’clock, somebody would come out there and, oh, I used to 

jump out the bed and just go out there, if you don’t get away from in front of my 

house with all the doggone stuff, you know. Sometimes I pull them to the side, 

look. If you don’t respect yourself, how do you expect someone else to respect 

you? Then you can’t get mad with nobody if they disrespect you, because you 

ain’t respecting yourself. I say you got to give respect in order to get respect. So, 
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it’s a lot of change, but I’m still in that kind of old mood with coming up, like I was 

reared, with the community helping. Believe me, whatever you did, you couldn’t 

do anything in Indianola and your mama didn’t find out about it. Now, back then, 

it probably took half a day for her to find out. [Laughter] Now, it might take you 

two or three days to find out what your kids is doing in the community, if they’re 

out there doing anything sometime. People just see and don’t see. They don’t 

care. A lot of parents that’s my age, and even older than myself, I ain’t never tried 

to keep up with the Joneses. I don’t like it when people do that, because 

especially when I knew they was raised up that way and now they let their 

children just kind of walk over them. My son is probably 5’9’’. He’s taller than I 

am, but he could not come to my house and walk over me. I mean, I just wouldn’t 

allow it. I would rather pick up a lamp and hit him ‘side the head before I let him, 

you know? I just can’t understand it. That’s just like the kids with the sagging 

pants and the big old clothes, these children don’t work. So, the parents got to be 

buying this stuff this size. It’s no such thing as you don’t know your child wear. 

You know what I’m saying? That’s what I couldn’t never understand. How is 

these parents allowing their kids to dress like this if you’re not indulging in it? It 

doesn’t mean that it’s the style; that’s not a style, that’s just sloppy. That’s just 

pure ugly to me. 

O: But someone’s making millions of dollars selling that kind of clothing styles, and 

you know they have music videos that kids watch, and they see the style of the 

TV, and you know a company’s manufacturing all that, and so it’s— 
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C: You are exactly right, because my son live in Louisville, Kentucky, and he has a 

three-year-old—well, she’s not three years yet, but a two-year-old daughter and a 

stepson that is seven now. But I kept them for the summer, for, like a month. 

Everything I put on—we call him Nu-nu, his name Daron—and everything I put 

on him, it’s too big. So I’m mad. I called them, I said, look, I know I can’t tell y’all 

what to do, but when he coming to Mississippi, buy him some clothes that he can 

wear. I said, because you know I will go and buy a whole nother wardrobe, but 

you look, we ain’t really got the money to really spend like that this time, I said, 

because I would—and my son said, Mama, those clothes not too big; that’s just 

the way they’re making the clothes now. He can wear those clothes in his waist, 

but he just—because I was just looking through the suitcase, seeing everything I 

pick up is long and too big. So, once I put the clothes on him, it is. Seven years 

old, and the pants fit in the waist but God, no, they’re almost like a pair of long 

pants on you because they come to the calf on the leg. Isn’t that? You’re right. 

You have to blame it—can’t always blame it on the parent, because they’re 

buying the right size clothes, but then the manufacturers are making the clothes 

to look big on them. 

O: Oh, yeah. You see that with kids everywhere now, yeah. 

C: Mm-hm. I don’t like that. It’s not a good—it just don’t look good to me. I would 

rather buy my size and be presentable. I asked a young man one time, if you had 

to go in an interview, what would you wear? You know? What would you really 

wear to go on an interview? Some people really don’t know how to dress to go 

anywhere. So, he told me, I’m going to come down there and get you. I said, I 
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sure will help you. The first job you get, you let me know. [Laughter] I told him, I 

promise, I’ll dress you for to go to the interview, because wearing those big 

saggy pants and your hair braided back, you’ve got to present yourself humbly if 

you want something out of life. You know? Because people look at you like, mm, 

I don’t know. He look like this. Because people judge you by your appearance. 

O: That’s true. 

C: Sometimes, your appearance has nothing to do with you, yourself. You could be 

a whole nother different person; your mentality, mind, could be in a whole nother 

different mind frame than what your appearance showing, but then, you know, 

that’s why they said, never just the book by its cover, you know? Always get it 

and read it. I learned to get to know people before I would judge them, and I try 

to not to judge anyway, because they say, thou shalt not judge. [Laughter] I try 

not to judge, but I catch myself sometimes. 

O: It’s hard sometimes, yeah. 

C: I catch myself sometimes, judging. But I do try to get to know people before I will 

judge them, and before I will listen to what someone say, oh, girl, he ain’t this or 

she ain’t that. I don’t listen to that kind of stuff. I would rather get to know the 

person for myself, because the problem you and her had, or you and he had, we 

might not have that problem. It might be a whole nother different reason why they 

treat you that way or they act that way towards you, but that’s the way I am, mm-

hm. 

O: When you were in high school—and I’m assuming you went to Indianola? 

C: Mm-hm. 
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O: What were you thinking about, in terms of your ambitions or where you wanted to 

go next? 

C: Oh, man, why you have to ask me about that? When I was in high school, the 

only thing I ever wanted to do was be an airline stewardess. Like I said, I had a 

child when I was seventeen, and when I graduated from high school, by then, I 

was pregnant with my second child. I always said that it was my mom’s fault 

because I pregnant with my second child, because when I had my first child, I 

didn’t know what it was to get up and give a baby a bottle at night. I didn’t know 

what it was to get up and change a diaper, or anything, because when I had my 

first child I was going to school and my mama did all that. My daughter never had 

to go to a daycare because my mom and my uncle always ran up a café, so my 

mom was at home all day long so I didn’t have to worry about getting up, taking 

my baby to the babysitter, and things like people do now, and people did back 

then. I never had to worry about that. When I was a senior in high school, by 

then, I’m pregnant with my second child. My children’s father wanted to get 

married, and I got engaged. I still wanted to be an airline stewardess. I guess I 

was . . . crazy in love or allowed him to kind of control my ambitions, and he just 

talked me out of doing that, showing me where I would be gone all the time for 

my children, because I be flying here and flying there. Then, I decided I wanted 

to go to the army, and when I told him about that, he made it a point to where I 

was going to have to give my children to my mom for in order to go to the army; I 

was going to have to give my children to my mama. I didn’t want to give my 

children to my mama, not going and seeking this things for myself to see exactly, 
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because I found out, yeah, I would have to give my children to my mama, but that 

was all it took. I got stable to where I needed to be, you know? 

O: Right, right. 

C: By this time, I got a job. Matter of fact, was working here at the library. 

O: Oh, okay. 

C: And was thinking I was fixing to stay here permanently, because when I was a 

senior in high school, I worked here. I worked at upstairs in the library, and then I 

came down to work. But my first husband, he just really got me all uninterested 

into doing anything. That’s the honest truth. He really changed my mind about a 

lot of things, because then, you know, I had two children and my mama always 

used to say, you’re going to take care of your children, you going to do this and 

you’re going to do that. That kind of stuck in my head, but if I leave, I ain’t going 

to be taking care of—so my first husband, he went to school in Greenville. He 

was a first-class welder, and he got a good job working at . . . he was a welder, 

and he worked for Mid-Delta Sheet Metal, Fortiza, but I left and went to Chicago 

in 1982. I was going to go up there and live with my aunt, but I think the snow 

sent me back to Mississippi. 

O: Too cold? 

C: It was cold, and my auntie had got me a job at Spiegel’s and I was enjoying that. 

But getting up—we lived on Burnside and 95th, and I worked at Spiegel’s, which 

was at 35th, which was downtown. I used to have to walk maybe about two 

blocks to get to the bus stop. I remember one morning, my auntie woke me up—

and I was working at Spiegel’s, you dressed casual—my auntie got me up to get 
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ready to go to work. I had to be at work, it was so fun. I had to be at work at 6:20, 

not 6:15, 6:20. So, anyway, my auntie woke me up, and she said, you’re going to 

have to put these boots on. I said, put the boots on for what? She said, girl, 

there’s snow out there. I looked out the window—we lived upstairs, and from 

upstairs, it didn’t look like snow was that bad. [Laughter] I just said, oh, okay. 

Well, when I got downstairs and went outside, the snow was almost to the top of 

my boot and I had to be—and this is, like, November. So, they say the 

snowstorm came through, but I said, oh, I don’t know about all this. She told me 

to take my shoes with me, so I was walking down the road with the big boots on, 

trying to go through the snow. But the people in the city, they did clean their 

streets off; they kept the streets clean, it’s just the sidewalks. I remember in 

December when they told me they was going to lay me off, that was the best 

thing I wanted to hear, because I started UP and S everything I had. [Laughter] 

Back to Mississippi. [Laughter] 

O: So you were just there a short time? 

C: Yeah, I didn’t even stay. I think I stayed in Chicago about eight months, because 

of all of my Christmas, I ordered from Spiegel’s because we got a discount. 

Every time I ordered something, I sent it straight to my mom’s house, because I 

was coming home. I didn’t like the snow and I didn’t like that cold, because I 

never had. I didn’t stay there long enough to even see that I really liked it; when it 

first hit me, I just say, boom, I’m going back to Mississippi. 

O: Going back home. [Laughter] 
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C: I remember my auntie, and I told her, I said, y’all going to take me home? She 

said, no, girl, this is going to be bad. We can’t. I said, well, I’m getting on the bus, 

because all my stuff, I sent it home. All my Christmas stuff, I sent it home. I had 

my two children, and I was crying and saying I wanted to go home, and 

Christmas Eve we left Chicago. Christmas Eve morning, we left around about 

6:00, and we made it to Mississippi about 7:00 that night. I’ve never been back to 

Chicago to live, and nowhere else. [Laughter] When I came back here, I got 

married to my kid’s father, which was in [19]83. We got married in, like I say, he 

was a welder and he was doing good and making good back then. I didn’t really 

have to work, but I did for a while. Then I would sit at home and I had a nice life 

coming up with him until later years. Later years he ended up getting on drugs, 

and that changed a whole lot of things, when he ended up using drugs. We have 

a daughter, our last baby was born in [19]85. That’s when I learned what it was to 

get up and change a baby’s diaper at night. [Laughter] Give a baby warm milk 

when I had my last baby. But my youngest brother was playing with my little girl. 

She was about two months old; two—May, June, July, yeah, about two months 

old. He was tickling her with a dart gun and it accidentally went off. 

O: Oh, shoot. 

C: When it went off, it went to the second layer in her back, and she ended up going 

to Jackson. They didn’t do surgery because they said the dart—it was a dart gun 

with a feather on it, and they said it was going to work its way up. So she had 

hemorrhaged a lot, and when they hemorrhaged, they had to take blood in order 

to give her some blood, and that’s when we found out she had sickle cell 
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disease. So we struggled with sickle cell disease, and at age seven, she had 

several strokes and started having seizures. By then, my first husband, he was 

on drugs then. I just couldn’t bear to stay with him with having a sick child, you 

know. The doctors had sat us down and explained to us that her seizures come 

from stress. You know, she didn’t need to be around people in a confused area 

where they was arguing or fighting, because it would just make her seizures start 

acting up. At this time, you know if a person is on drugs, half of the time, they’re 

fighting, too. So, he was fighting, and that time, he came home and we got into it. 

I seen my daughter going into her seizure, and I never really fought my husband 

back, but that was one day. God gave me some strength that day, because I 

really fought back. I left and I never went back, and now he’s deceased. I left him 

I in [19]92 and he died in [19]95. But before he got ended up on drugs, he was a 

good husband, a good, loving husband. All three of my children, they really 

spoiled. They were spoiled rotten and they still are spoiled, but it is their daddy 

spoiled them, and they still kind of slyly think I supposed to do the things that 

they knew their daddy probably would do. They were—they was spoiled children. 

My daughter that’s twenty-four, that has sickle cell disease, she is rotten. She’s 

not rotten because of me and her daddy, she’s rotten because of my entire 

family. [Laughter] I mean, you know, she used to be sick all the time, and 

everybody got her rotten. Whatever Piggy want, that’s what everybody would do 

for Piggy and get for Piggy. Piggy, that’s her nickname—her name is Ronita, but 

her nickname is Piggy. [Laughter] She is the type that she would be in the 

kitchen, fixing her some popcorn or a sandwich or whatever, and come back and 
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sit down and call you and say, go bring me some water. Nobody say anything, 

they just go get it. Then they think about, you could have got your own water. 

[Laughter] You know? 

O: Right. 

C: But she is a lovely child. She’s been through a lot. She likes to visit a lot. Now 

she’s in Anderson, Alabama. She’s in the hospital down there, but she’s doing 

good. 

O: Oh, good. 

C: Yeah, she’s doing real good. She’s a real blessed, blessed child. In 2004, when 

she had the strokes at age seven—if you’re familiar with sickle cell, you know 

they get blood transfusions, so she got blood transfusions from 1992 to 2004, 

every four weeks. So we decided, once you get grown, you leave the pediatric 

side and goes to the adult clinic. Then, in the 2004, her superior vena cava got 

punctured, and then had to crack her sternum to repair that. Once they cracked 

her sternum, she died, and they got her back. When they were sewing her up, 

she died again, and when she died the second time, everything shut down in her 

body. They had to give her everything to build her back up. When they gave her 

everything to build her back up, the clotting factor settled in her stomach, the 

former muscle, and they blowed her up. She couldn’t breathe because she was 

being blown up to the ventilator; the pressure was being put, so they had to open 

up her stomach. This all happened on the same day, all of this happened the 

same day, June 3. You know? But she’s here, and she’s alive, and she’s— 

O: Wow, it’s a miracle. 
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C: Yes, she is a miracle. When they opened her stomach up on June 3, they closed 

her stomach up on June 8. The 9, they start feeding her with the NG tube, and 

when they fed her with the NG tube, she start swelling back up. When she 

swelled back up that time, they had to open her stomach back up, and yes, they 

opened her stomach back up on the 12 of June. Her stomach did not get closed 

until July 15. So she is a miracle, you know. She’s been through a lot, and she’s 

just a miracle baby. She really is. Other than that, she’s doing fine, mm-hm. 

She’s doing real good.  

O: That’s good. 

C: But my life just—you know. I never went back to school, because I always would 

say, I can’t go to school, because she was in and out of the hospital all the time. 

That’s why I never furthered my education. Now that she’s grown and she’s able 

to be on her owns a little bit, I have started back going to school. I have been 

going back to the LPN class. But, if I had put all of my faith in God, I probably 

could have done it before. But, sometimes when you’re not really there, and the 

Bible said you don’t really think about that kind of stuff, I always prayed and 

asked God to take care of me. But, as you get older, you learn that if you turn 

everything over to the Lord, then he will make it a way for you. But, still, you 

never get too old to do anything you want to do, if you really want to do it. 

O: Right, that’s true. 

C: You know, you never get too old. Now I’m going back to school to get my LPN 

license and go ahead and the farther. Go ahead and the farther. 

O: Now, Mrs. Chandler, have your family always attended Mount Beulah? 
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C: Yes, we always attended Mount Beulah church. I’ve been there all my life. My 

mom used to sing in the choir there, and my mom went to church there, too. My 

great-grandmother, which her name is Ollie Murphy, she is the mother of the 

church. She reared my mom, so therefore, that’s the church she went to, you 

know? Because, like I said earlier, my mom’s mom died at childbirth, so 

therefore, my great-grandmother—we call her Grandmama—she reared my 

mother and the oldest aunt and the baby, the second, the oldest son. And my 

grandfather always had, I guess you could say, the two in the middle, because it 

was Arlene and Frank and my mom, and that’s who my great-grandmother had. 

Nelson and Joann, my grandfather had them. The baby girl, which her name is 

Alla Mae, my great-grandmama raised her, too. We always went to Mount 

Beulah. But my grandfather never belonged to Mount Beulah; he belonged to 

another church. But he never denied the sisters and brothers from being at the 

same church, even though he raised Joann and Nelson, they all belongsed to 

Mount Beulah church. But we always raised and born, my entire family. 

O: Wow. So Mount Beulah goes back quite a ways. 

C:  Oh, yeah. What is it, a hundred and twelve? I think the hundred and twelfth 

anniversary is coming up this year, is it? On the thirteenth, because we always 

pay a dollar for each year. [Laughter] We always do a dollar for each year. I want 

to say it’s a hundred and twelve or a hundred and thirteen years, mm-hm. Our 

church anniversary should be next month, September. I want to say it’s between 

eleven and thirteen; I’ll put it that way. I’m not for sure if it’s eleven or is it twelve 
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or it’s fixing to be thirteen, but it’s around that time, yeah. So, it’s been there a 

long time, yep. 

O: When you think about—one of the questions I’ve been asking people; we did 

some interviews in Cleveland yesterday. Is there a difference in the counties, in 

terms of, let’s say, social life between, say, Sunflower County and maybe Leflore 

County, even? Or is the Delta just kind of the Delta? 

C:  Well . . . I think it’s just, it’s a difference. Sunflower County, I think Sunflower 

County could be a little bit better than, prosperous, a little bit better than what it 

was if certain things or certain people didn’t control this and didn’t control that; 

you  know, stopped things from coming into the town, because Cleveland has 

really—Cleveland has expanded, and Leflore. But I’m going to be honest with 

you; I really don’t even try to learn about other counties. I live in Sunflower 

County and I only be concerned about what’s going on in Sunflower County. 

[Laughter] I mean, I’m just going to be honest with you. I know some things you 

can’t help but to know because you listen to the television, but to really know 

certain people in Leflore County and know the people to get to, to talk to in 

Bolivar County, I wouldn’t know. But here in Sunflower County, oh, yeah, I could 

probably tell you all that. [Laughter] You know. I never really, too much been a 

bother to it for me, yeah.  

O: What are the areas, in your opinion, where that, say, in Indianola and Sunflower 

County, need to still improve or maybe change, or . . . ? 

C: Oh, Inverness, Moorhead, Drew. Ruleville is coming up a little bit; it’s coming on 

up. I know Inverness and Moorhead, those are two, and Shaw is kind of 
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Sunflower and Bolivar. To me, they need to redo the whole thing, because I’ve 

never seen anything. You live across the street and you stay in Bolivar County 

and I stay over this side, over on the left hand side, and I stay in Sunflower 

County. Yeah, it’s crazy. You know, it’s like that, because some parts of Shaw is 

Sunflower County and some parts is Bolivar County, you know. That’s just like 

Isola. Isola is some parts Sunflower County and some parts Humphrey County. 

It’s the way it’s cut off. But the little towns, they need to be a little bit more 

improved. Even though we have the Delta Junior College over at Moorhead, 

that’s about the only exciting thing about Moorhead, is the Delta Junior College. 

As far as the community, it does need to upgraded in Inverness. It does need to 

be upgraded to a little bit more; that’s the way I feel about it. [Laughter] 

O: Okay. Well, Ms. Chandler, we’ve taken almost an hour of your time. I know you 

have a really busy day, but are there other things that you’d like to say that you 

haven’t said, as we’re wrapping up or . . . ? 

C: Well, and this was mainly about the history of Indianola? 

O: Mainly, but as we talk to different people, folks are talking about different parts of 

the state, different parts of the county that they lived; Mr. Nance talked a little bit 

about Los Angeles. 

C: Yeah, because he stayed in California, yeah. 

O:  Right. 

C: The only thing about that, people that lives in this city, they . . . Mississippi is not 

ready for a city change. I mean, I lived in the city and I learned the city real fast, 

so I know things go by in a city real fast. People in the city is quick to adapt to 
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change, where people in the South and Mississippi, we ain’t quick to adapt—

some people. Some people is not quick to adapt, because you got these people, 

they got these same little old set rules, and they still want to go by them. You can 

still go by these rules, but you need to do it at a different approach. You know? 

You don’t have to throw your—that just goes back to rearing your children—you 

don’t have to throw away how you raise your children. Just go about it a different 

way. You know, I have a thirteen-year-old grandbaby, and man, she uses a lot of 

psychologies on her mother and I. She would have, my oldest daughter and I, my 

daughter be mad with me and I’m mad with my daughter, because she would 

come say what we want to hear. Until you listen and go along with it, that’s when 

you learn. That’s one thing, because it’s just changing a lot. But my grandbaby, 

she’s real smart, and she tried to use that on my daughter and I. [Laughter] We 

be mad with each other because I say you can’t and Mama say this, and so she’ll 

go back and say something that she know I don’t like her mama doing, so she’ll 

tell me what her mama doing, and then if she know her mama don’t like 

something I said, she going to tell. So I kind of checked her out one time and I 

thought about it, so I got mad and I told her she had to go home. She always 

know that, if she called me, Grandmom, what you doing? She can ease back to 

my house. But this time when I sent her home, I said, she ain’t going to play me 

this time. When she would call me and say, Grandmama . . . ? I would say, I’m 

washing dishes. I’m cleaning up. You know, I would just still talk mean to her, 

because I told her, for two weeks, she couldn’t come back to my house and I 

made sure I stuck to that. All the other times, she would just play me, and next 
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thing I know she end up—because she sings in the choir and I make sure she go 

to Sunday School and church. I’m the youth director and I’m going to make sure 

she gets there, so when we come from choir rehearsal, she ends up at my 

house. This time, every time she got through choir rehearsal, I dropped her right 

back off at her mom’s house. 

O: [Laughter] Okay. 

C: You have to really be listening; you have to listen to children, too. Kids now is 

very outspoken and they very wise, so you really need to listen to them now 

instead of just letting them go. I think the world has some good children, but I 

think parents just don’t listen, and just don’t want to adjust to their lifestyle. You 

know? Nothing’s going to stay the same, but you always can voice your opinion 

about how you feel about something. It’s not that you’re changing to what they 

want you to do; it’s a way to do everything, that’s the way I see it. It’s just a way 

to do everything. Other than that, I love Mississippi, and some of my nieces try to 

get me to leave. I have a niece that stays in Texas and they want me to come out 

there; I’ll be like, no, I’m going to stay right here. I love Mississippi and I think it 

will—things will get better. It’s going to take time. You know, the younger people, 

say, my age, we are willing to change our standards, but not our morals. Yeah, 

that’s the way I can put that. We’re willing to change our standards in doing 

things and stuff, but not our morals on how to do it, and whether older people, 

they ain’t willing to change nothing. They just want everything to say the same, 

and just let it be like—you know. That’s why there’s so much confusion, you 

know. Someone that’s been in the church, I say, sixty, seventy years, got a good 
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education, say, got propped up, a lot of names behind their names, they feel like 

someone that has not been to college or has not succeeded—or younger—

cannot tell them anything, and that’s not true, because the kids are wiser. A 

twenty two-year-old that is smart and wise probably got the same, just about the 

same mentality I have, and I’m forty-seven. Now, that I really do believe that. 

Especially if they haven’t lived that wild life, you know what I mean? Now, if they 

do live that wild life, they just want that wildness. Then there’d be some that lived 

the wild life, but no ones want to accept what they have done, and that’s what 

they have turned to; you know, the wildness. And they think that’s helping, and 

it’s not. But that’s the way I feel about it. I think we could change our standards, 

but not our morals; just adapt to the new way a life. After a while, computers 

going to be taking over anything. I remember, I can remember someone’s 

telephone number just like that. But now, since I got that cell phone, what’s so-

and-so? Girl, you know I got to call you  back and tell you, let me look it up. And 

I’ve been knowing the number for a long time, but now since I got it in this phone, 

it looks like it just left my—you know, just left my brains. I always tell people, this 

is nothing but something to handicap you, because it don’t make you think about 

nothing, because you could put everything in a phone now, everything. My 

grandbaby be teaching me; she trying to teach me how to do the, what is it? The 

T-9? 

O: Texting, right. 

C: I said, that’s okay, I don’t want to learn. 

O: Right, yeah, I don’t. [Laughter] 
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C: I don’t want to learn, because I don’t want nothing that’s going to almost outthink 

me. I’m saying something, and because if I say, I love you, and it put I-l, and it go 

ahead and put love you, then you thinking faster than I am. I tell my grandbaby, I 

don’t need nothing like that, but things are changing and we got to change along 

with it. We don’t have to change our morals of how we do things, but we’ve got to 

change our standards on the way things are done. 

O: What do you think about the election of Barack Obama? 

C: A long time coming. I think that was wonderful. You know, I think Barack is going 

to do a good job, if he keep his faith. Honestly, I think faith in God put Barack 

Obama there. I don’t think no black people put him there; I don’t think the white 

people put him there; I don’t think the Hispanic, I think faith in God put Barack 

Obama where he is. We’re all of God’s children, and all of us has to meet that 

maker. He knows all of us; He knows our heart. Things are done for someone to 

open their eyes and see that this could be possible, you know? For Barack. I just 

think he’s going to do a job. I think he really is going to do a good job, and I 

think—I was against some of the things Bush did, and I think Bush just did things. 

I think he was still mad for what things happened with his father. That’s just the 

way I feel. That’s just me. I think he was kind of still—he was a young man at that 

time when his father was in office, so I think he just kind of hearing whatever was 

going on, because I can’t even remember. I know it had something to do with his 

father, from the way he did things. It made you think about the stuff that his 

daddy did when he was—because at that time, I was just getting ready to get into 

listening to that kind of stuff in the world. But I’m glad for Barack. I would have 
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been glad for Hillary if she had did it, but I don’t think they would have let her. 

They weren’t ready for a woman, hm-mm. And God didn’t see that. But that’s just 

me. I think it was a good election. But truly, I think the faith that God and the faith 

that people have in God is how he got there. I don’t think he got there—I mean, I 

know he got there standardly by our votes, going up there voting, but God played 

a part in that, and everybody’s heart in mind. He played a part in that, he really 

did. I would believe that till the day I die, you know. Yeah. But it was a nice 

election. I hate the way they’re trying to stone him and make things look like he’s 

doing . . . one thing I’ve learned about news, you need to really listen to 

everything before you come to a conclusion of getting mad with somebody. You 

know what I’m saying? Because they’re going to tell you what they want you to 

know, and then somebody going to leak a little bit of the information out, and then 

when you get the whole picture, you already made your mind up on how to do it 

or how to accept it, because you heard what the media done gave you; what they 

wanted you to know, whether a politician gave you what they wanted you to 

know. Once somebody else—there’s always going to be a leak somewhere. 

They’re going to say something to get the whole picture, you know? 

O: Yeah. [Laughter] 

C: I learned to listen to the news and, when they come up with something about 

Barack, Hillary, anybody, I don’t listen to it. I wait for maybe a week or so. I know 

something else is going to come up, and then you can kind of like get the whole 

picture of what was what. 



MFP-045; Chandler; Page 32 
 

O: Yeah. You have to be careful. It’s like these town hall hearings on healthcare. 

Some of the things that people are saying are just so wild. 

C: So unreal. 

O: I heard this thing about the other day, they’re talking about death panels, right? 

C: Right. 

O: There was somebody going to be sitting in judgment of you, whether you were 

going to be able to get healthcare or not or something. I’m like . . .  

C: And how is that? They don’t even know your illness. 

O: [Laughter] Right. 

C: They don’t even know your illness, so how is that? I mean, that’s what I’m saying, 

because they just got it all. Oh. Like my granddaddy used to say it? You take the 

cat by the tail and you got the cat by the tail, instead of hearing the way it’s 

supposed to be heared you got the cat by the tail, that’s what he used to say. But 

it was something else. I think the healthcare, I think it will be good, because 

everybody do need healthcare. Somebody going to take care of me the way it go. 

I mean, look at all the prisons. Who taking care of them? The working people. So 

why you won’t just pass a bill for the folks that’s not working to sit at home every 

day and don’t do nothing, and get them a bill. You taking care of the folks that 

done did a crime, spending the rest of their life in prison. They’re the ones that 

don’t need the healthcare, to me. They can just go on and die. I mean, you got 

life, you’re going to die. So why should I make sure I should take care of you? 

You know, sometimes, I feel like people do crime because they know they’re 

going to be taken care of. [Laughter] Oh, that’s me thinking that, but it’s 



MFP-045; Chandler; Page 33 
 

something to think about, you know? You know you’re getting thrilled meals a 

day. You know if you get sick, you’re going to go to the doctor, where if you’re out 

here in the world, you can see you’re going to try to do all kind of remedies 

before you even— 

O: To avoid having the pay all of that. 

C: Pay all the, uh-huh, because you haven’t got no insurance. I feel like they should 

do it. Everybody should have some kind of healthcare, but I don’t feel like the 

ones that is doing nothing but walking the streets or smoking drugs or sitting at 

home, doing nothing, should have the same healthcare as I. I mean, I think they 

should have some, but I don’t think they should qualify for the same thing that I’m 

qualified for. You know what I’m saying? Now, I’m not against the not having 

healthcare; I want people to have the healthcare, but I wouldn’t want you to . . . 

have the same privileges as I got. You can have some, but I don’t think you 

should have the same as I got. Now, that’s the way I feel about that. But I hope 

they can sell it as is, and pass it, so it can be some changes. But I think what the 

big thing is, I think it’s just the people that has the hospitals and the insurance 

companies, the hospitals, the big hospitals and private doctors, see, they can 

charge like they want. I mean that in a professional way, that’s the truth. 

[Laughter] That’s just the truth, you know. Well, I— 

[End of interview] 
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